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Chairman’s Message

The Lunar New Year celebration has been just over and here comes the
enchanting spring again. At the same time last year, | was still preparing
for my inauguration. Now, the tenure of the Board of Directors 2017-
2018 is drawing to a close, and | am also going to retire from TWGHSs
chairmanship. This, however, has not compromised my enthusiasm at
the Group’s matters; rather, it has driven me and my fellow TWGHs
staff to work hard to get all our key tasks done holding fast to the
Tung Wah Spirit, with an aim to develop our charitable cause in a
sustainable manner. As | said at our Spring Reception, the Lunar New
Year is not only a traditional festival, but also represents a fresh start
of everything. This is just like TWGHSs, which has always been adhering
to its century-old mission to serve the community with heart and soul.
Throughout the generations, we have been dedicated to optimising
our diversified services and furthering our benevolent work.

In view of the challenges of population ageing in Hong Kong,
TWGHs has been proactively upgrading the hard and soft facilities
of its community services, so as to provide the seniors with excellent
community support to enhance their quality of life. Just in the past
month, two TWGHs elderly centres were put into operation, in which
TWGHs Jockey Club Intergenerational Art Centre, the first of its kind
in the territory, was established with an intergenerational and artistic approach to create a common gathering
space for adolescents and the elderly with dementia, aiming to promote social harmony. On the day when the
Opening Ceremony was held, the Centre exhibited a number of ingenious and marvellous works by service users,
including paintings, pressed flowers and wooden handicrafts, which proved to be an eye-opener for me. On
another occasion, TWGHs Stephen Yow Mok Shing Neighbourhood Elderly Centre provides diversified services to
elders and carers of On Tat Estate and On Tai Estate in Kwun Tong to encourage positive living, good use of spare
time and potential realisation among the elderly, so as to achieve the spirit of “productive ageing”. Earlier this
year, TWGHSs young old A Cappella singing group — Upbeat, performed a series of classic songs at a public event.

The singing by the elders, tempered by their life experience, was melodic and heart-touching with lingering
charm. During the events, audience were moved and excited to see their versatile talents, and did not hesitate
to give applause and support to our “junior elders”.
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We attach great importance to not only “productive ageing” of the elderly, but also “advancing the youth”. One
of the most memorable events for me during my tenure was definitely the visit to San Francisco with student
ambassadors last October. Time flies, the student ambassadors had a debriefing with us just some time earlier,
revisiting and recounting what they had seen, heard and encountered during the journey. | am deeply touched
and impressed to have witnessed the experience and growth of those 24 student ambassadors in the past few
months. And | am most pleased to see how they have made breakthroughs, pushed their own boundaries and
overcome various difficulties to become the far-sighted and confident adolescents today. And at the “Award
Presentation Ceremony for DSW Wards 2018", | saw more than 170 children, who are under the custody of Social

B AL © Welfare Department and receiving residential care services from TWGHs, managed to achieve excellence in their
study and conduct, as well as arts and sports, which was really encouraging.
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promoting conservation. A case in point is the public commemorative event at the “Racecourse Fire Memorial”

| ST ARL SRR 0 BEHBANBC00BEH TR - B > HIH  we held to mourn for some 600 victims in the Happy Valley Racecourse Fire about a century ago. In addition to
%%ET@J*WEQ{R MBS —RmE-REERAR O EE - &  that, we have carried out renovation for two of our historic temples, namely, TWGHs Kwong Fook Tsz in Sheung

Wan and Shing Wong Temple in Yau Ma Tei. Built in 1851, Kwong Fook Tsz was the “birthplace” of TWGHSs. Shing
Wong Temple in Yau Ma Tei, which was the Tin Hau Temple by that time, was transferred together with its assets
to the management of Kwong Wah Hospital in 1911 by the then Secretariat for Chinese Affairs to support the
initial difficult financial situation of Kwong Wah Hospital. | feel honoured and privileged to have participated in
those sacrificial rites and temple celebrations which are closely related to the development of TWGHs.
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“Making donations for the greatest contentment!” And we need the strong support from the public to take our
charitable cause to a higher level. To this end, TWGHSs proactively participates and organises innovative fund-
raising events, so as to explore new sources of donations. For example, we participated in the new TV game
programme “ Charity Version of ATV ‘Who Wants to be a Millionaire 2018' — Tung Wah Night”. And we had
the “Lan Fong Yuen Charity Sales Day"” by working with a well-known local restaurant. With such fundraising
activities, it is expected that we could not only raise funds but also enhance interaction with the public by
bringing in more joy and fun, and ultimately boost our reputation as a household name in charity.

Looking back, it has been 9 years since | started serving TWGHSs in 2009. All the stories and experiences in the
process will be memorable for the rest of my life. | am grateful to my dear companions, who work hard with me
for the needy in the community to realise the belief of “relieving the distressed and benefiting the community
with a philanthropic mind and benevolent heart”. Once again, | would like to express my heartfelt thanks to the
SAR Government and the Advisory Board for their guidance, and to my predecessors for their valuable advice
and suggestions. My most sincere gratitude also goes to other members of the Board of Directors, of the staff
and of the general public for their full support. | wish that members of the new Board of Directors can inherit
the past and usher in the future, and every success in carrying forward our charitable work and scaling TWGHs
to new heights, to the ultimate benefit of more and more people.
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TWGHSs Spring Reception

The annually held TWGHs Spring Reception, a significant occasion where
current and former Board Members gathered to exchange their good wishes
for the Chinese New Year, was organised on 27 February 2018 at TWGHSs
Headquarters. Led by Dr. LEE Yuk Lun, JP, Chairman, all other Board Members g
joined guests and staff in an array of traditional rites to celebrate the Year of . -
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Board Members, Members of Advisory Board and former
Chairmen expressed their good wishes for the Chinese New
Year to the guests.
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Dr. LEE claimed that Chinese New Year, being a traditional festival, also represents a new beginning of all things. That mirrors
where TWGHSs stands — despite being a century-old charitable organisation, it continues to provide innovative and diversified
services that cater for the needs of the community by keeping its fingers on the pulse of the society.




