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Letter fromithe Secretary for Aome

EREEEREE Secretary for Home Affairs
8th Floor, West Wing,
HiE P IRERE Central Government Offices,
Fo [T & B TG 1 Ice House Street,

Central, Hong Kong.

16 March 2006

Mr. Eddie WANG

Chairman

Board of Directors 2005/2006

Tung Wah Group of Hospitals

9/F Wong Fung Ling Memorial Building
12 Po Yan Street

Hong Kong

M Z;Qd/("“ A
Letter of Appreciation to
the Tung Wah Group of Hospitals Board of Directors 2005/2006

As the term of the 2005/2006 Board of Directors of the Tung Wah Group of
Hospitals is coming to a close by the end of this month, I would like to convey my
heartfelt congratulations to the outstanding achievements that you and the Board of
Directors have made in serving the community over the past year.

Under your capable leadership and with full support from the Board, Tung
Wah has continued to excel not only in its existing work, but also in various new
initiatives in its medical, education and social welfare services. On the medical
front, the Group has demonstrated its best endeavours to promote the development
of Chinese medicine services. Following the establishment of the four Chinese
medicine outpatient clinical research and services centres at the Group’s hospitals,
one for each year since 2001, I am particularly glad to see that the Group has
successfully set up two integrated Chinese and Western medicine treatment centres
for inpatients at Kwong Wah Hospital and Tung Wah Hospital. The commencement
of operation of the two treatment centres in February 2006, complemented by the
synchronous opening of the Chinese Medicine Control Centre at Kwong Wah
Hospital, has marked another milestone in the complementary approach of Chinese
and Western medicine in patient treatment.

While the Group is fully aware of the significance of backing up the
development of Chinese medicine services with evidence-based research, over 40
research projects were conducted at their clinical centres during the year.
Moreover, the 7" TWGHs Eddie Wang International Symposium on Integrated
Chinese and Western Medicine was held to foster the exchange of views and clinical
experience between the medical and health care professionals of Chinese and
Western medicine. To take a step further to promote Chinese medicine services to
the world, the Group has launched the Famous and Prominent Doctors in Traditional
Chinese Medicine in China portal on the web in collaboration with the World
Federation of Chinese Medicine Societies under the State Administration of
Traditional Chinese Medicine, People’s Republic of China to provide



comprehensive contact information on famous Chinese medicine experts and
institutions in various provinces and cities on the mainland and Hong Kong. At the
same time, the Group has started providing out-reaching Chinese medicine services
to eight of its elderly homes or centres to cater for the special needs of the elderly
inmates.

Apart from its determined efforts to promote Chinese medicine services, the
Board has continued to give its full support to the enhancement of the facilities and
services of the Group’s hospitals. These include the establishment of a Cardiac
Centre and a Minimally Invasive Surgery Training Centre in Kwong Wah Hospital
as well as the setting up of an ENT Head and Neck Surgery Day Centre in Tung
‘Wah Hospital.

The Group has spared no effort in expanding, upgrading and restructuring
its education services to nurture the younger generation. The Chinese University
of Hong Kong-Tung Wah Group of Hospitals Community College commenced
operation in September 2005 to provide full-time programmes at Associate Degree
and Pre-Associate Degree levels to its first cohort of over 750 students. It is
gratifying to learn that its main campus at Wylie Road will also be operational by
September this year to raise the total capacity to 2 500 students. I am pleased to
know that the Government-funded School Improvement Programme for 11 Tung
Wah schools was completed with top-up donations of $10.39 million solicited
through their sponsors for further improvement of school facilities. In compliance
with the Education (Amendment) Ordinance 2004, the Group has set up
Incorporated Management Committees for 33 of its aided schools to manage and
promote school education. Moreover, the Group has realized its advocation of
whole-day school approach through the reprovisioning of Wong See Sum Primary
School PM session to a new primary school site in Tsing Yi. Meanwhile, two
primary schools of Tung Wah were successfully merged with other primary schools
to form two new schools in Aberdeen and Chai Wan. 1 am most pleased about the
setting up of the TWGHs Eddie Wang Student Financial Assistance Grant by the
Group to offer financial aids to needy students.

The Group is greatly appreciated for its proactive role in launching
territory-wide welfare services to cater for different needs of all sectors of the
community. Wong Cho Tong Social Service Building has secured a 3-year contract
to run the Enhanced Home and Community Care Services (Kowloon City) for
rendering a full range of community care and support services to the frail elders and
their carers in the local community. Gearing towards developing a health-focused
supportive network among elderly patients of chronic illnesses and their carers, the
Group has joined forces with the Hospital Authority and six other non-governmental
organizations to start the 2-year Hong Kong East Community Care Network project
in Eastern District. Works have been implemented for the conversion of five
homes for the elderly of Tung Wah to care and attention homes in order to ensure
continnum of care to the frail elders. Turning to youth and family services, a
self-financing centre has been set up in Shamshuipo to provide employment support,
financial assistance and family education for the underprivileged groups.
Resources are also deployed from its small group homes to start foster care service
for providing home care and casework services for children who are deprived of
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family care. The Group has further initiated an international Inaugural Asian
Pacific Problem Gambling Conference to establish a platform for sharing global
knowledge and experience in treating problem gamblers. In an effort to enhance
vocational rehabilitation service, the Group has secured Government funding to run
two new social enterprises, which help create 40 job opportunities for the disabled.

I would like to congratulate the Group in particular the successful
restoration and conservation of its century-old Tung Wah Coffin Home, which have
won two special awards for Tung Wah at both local and international levels. While
I share the joy of the publication of research findings on the history and work of
Tung Wah by the Centre of Asian Studies of the University of Hong Kong, I look
forward to seeing the Group’s publication of its invaluable archives, another 2-year
research project which has just been launched in collaboration with the Department
of History of The Chinese University of Hong Kong.

Last but not least, I am most impressed by the Group’s exemplary
performance in its fund-raising work with a record-breaking sum of over
$210 million being raised through a broad spectrum of innovative or well-known
fund-raising activities. The remarkable results not only speak for the distinguished
accomplishments of you and your Board, but also underscore the tremendous
support and recognition that the Group receives from the community. With your
continued support, I am sure that the Group will achieve greater success in the years
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(Patrick C P Ho)
Secretary for Home Affairs
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