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TWGHs MK Cancer Treatment Subsidy Fund
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Although cancer has become the number one life-threatening disease, modern medicine offers
many effective drugs and therapies that can control tumor growth and reduce recurrence rates,
thereby increasing the chances of patient survival or prolonging life. Unfortunately, the cost of
new drugs and therapies is high, and some patients lose the opportunity for treatment due to
inability to afford the costs. In light of this, kind-hearted individual has advocated the
establishment of the "TWGHs MK Cancer Treatment Subsidy Fund" in 2017, which upholds the
tradition of Tung Wah Group of Hospitals in providing free medical services. This fund aims to
support patients and their families in times of illness by providing cancer treatments that are
not covered by the government's safety net to patients who have clinical needs and met the
eligibility criteria.
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"Neo-adjuvant Double Target Therapy" was the first subsidy program launched after the
establishment of the fund. It was subsequently implemented in six public hospitals by phrases,
providing full or partial subsidies to breast cancer patients facing financial difficulties. The clinical
efficacy of the treatment was very promising, the pathologic complete response rate (pCR rate) i.e.
complete shrinkage of tumor was over 48% after completion of therapy. Overseas studies showed
that compared to patients without complete shrinkage of tumor, the relapse rate reduced to 46%, thus
facilitated the increase of survival rate. For the remaining patients, the size of their cancer mass
shrank after therapy, so the extent of surgery was reduced without the need to undergo mastectomy,
thus facilitated breast conservation. Since “Neo-adjuvant Double Target Therapy" was included in
the government's safety net as a subsidized item under the Samaritan Fund in May 2021, this project
was ceased and paved the way for another subsidy program—"PARP Inhibitor Olaparib for
Patients with Metastatic Hereditary Breast Cancer (BRCA Mutation Carriers)" had to be
proposed benefiting more breast cancer patients.
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In recent years, the fund has actively expanded its subsidy programs to benefit more cancer patients.
In 2023, four new subsidy programs were launched, including: "Metastatic Prostate Cancer Drug
Treatment,"” "Adjuvant Therapy for Early-Stage High Recurrence Risk Breast Cancer,"
"Early-Stage High-Risk Triple-Negative Breast Cancer Treatment," and one-time cancer treatment
subsidies for urgent and financially distressed patients not covered by the programs. These projects
have been implemented in 10 public hospitals.
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The fund has been highly effective since its launch, providing financial support to 348 cancer
patients with a total subsidy amount of approximately HK$83 million as of January 2025.
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Latest statistics of the fund:

108 BRRHEED HBMSMIBERAZE
Subsidies provided through A total of 348 cancer
10 public hospitals patients benefited
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#$83,000,000 £$468,000 #$238,500
Total amount of subsidies granted Maximum subsidy per Average subsidy per patient

is approximately $83,000,000 patient is $468,000 is about $238,500
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